Spring ’10 book update
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The Egnatia motorway is now complete along its whole length and thus it is now quicker to travel from Thess airport to ‘Nestos, Porto Lagos, Ismarida, Evros and Dadia’ on this rather than following the directions shown on page 6. To go via the motorway, follow steps 1, 2 and 3 of the directions for Kerkini (on page 5) and then continue to follow signs to Kavala and onwards. 
For more details on the new motorway – see http://www.egnatia.eu/page/default.asp?id=5&la=2 
Sections of the road from Thessaloniki to Serres have been upgraded so some kilometre readings may have slightly altered, although the general route and directions are still up-to-date. 
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November ’08: 40 Lesser White-fronted Geese amongst 150 grey geese 
January ’09: 41 Lesser White-fronted Geese with 300 White-fronts

Site 2  May ’09: within 50 metres Red-backed, Woodchat, Lesser Grey and Masked Shrikes, Little Bittern, Marsh and Olivaceous Warblers, Grey-headed and Lesser-spotted Woodpeckers, Bee-eaters and Turtle Doves
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December ’08: 2 Oriental Turtle Doves 
September ’09:500 White Pelicans
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No entrance into the quarry now as given in book as of September ’09.  You need to park just before it and walk
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Note that if you want to go to the Nestos Gorge you must now come off the Egnatia motorway and travel on the old road. If heading east, come off at the Chrysoupoli interchange and head to the parallel road to the right of the motorway. If heading west, come off at the Xanthi West interchange until you reach traffic lights and head left along the old road.  
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September ’08:  35 Stone Curlews in a single flock being buzzed by 2 Monty’s/Pallid ringtails. Also 2 Caspian Terns
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February ’10: Singing Moustached Warblers 
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September ’08: plenty of wet areas to the east of the track, with 100+ Flamingos and a good collection of waders, including 20 Marsh Sandpipers, 70+ Spotted Redshank, Wood and Green Sands, Black-tailed Godwit, Little Stints and Avocet
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January ’10: Rough-leggged Buzzard 
Site 7 
August ’08: two firsts for the area – Common Rosefinch and 2 Paddyfield Warblers. Also plenty of Quail, a single Corncrake and 7 Ruddy Shelducks
May ’09: Great Spotted Cuckoo, Masked Shrike
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November ’09: 2 Imperial Eagles

February ’10 Steppe Eagle
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May ’08: 30 Ruddy Shelducks 

September ’08: 2 Red-necked Phalaropes
August ’09: 100 Marsh Sands with 120 Little Stint, 20 Temminck's, 2 Red-necked Phalaropes
February ’10: 2250 Bewick’s,  the largest number ever seen in Greece 
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September ’08: 55 vultures in a quite spectacular 2 hour period, with 35 Blacks, 15 Griffons and 5 Egyptians. Also Short-toed Eagle 
