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The Evros Delta 

· Wetland Kerkini

· Lake Mikri Prespa
· The Axios Wetland





   
[image: image3.jpg]












[image: image4.jpg]



[image: image5.jpg]BirdLife
GEMES




[image: image6.jpg]D)

BirdLife

INTERNATIONAL




Summer 2008









Birdwing News - 1

[image: image7.jpg]


[image: image8.png]


[image: image9.jpg]R I K

THE BAITISH BIROWATCHING FAI




[image: image10.jpg]



[image: image11.jpg]



[image: image12.jpg]NPOETAZIAL
nPEENON



[image: image13.jpg]



Birdwing News – 2








       Summer 2008   
[image: image14.jpg]| %
\ BEATA

EBPOY




[image: image15.jpg]


[image: image16.jpg]Ilrdwatclllng

Northern Greece
Steve Mills.

A site guide




[image: image17.jpg]



[image: image18.jpg]





Summer 2008









Birdwing News - 3





Birdwing News – 4








       Summer 2008   



Summer 2008









Birdwing News - 5





Birdwing News – 6








       Summer 2008   
Bird Watching In Northern Greece





Introduction to the BirdWING Newsletter





The aim of this newsletter is to bring you regular news and information about the hard work being undertaken by the staff at the Visitors’ Centres across Northern Greece and also to provide news of other work being done to raise awareness about birds and the environment across the region.  





This newsletter is distributed electronically via email and can be freely photocopied by the Visitors’ Centres and given out as desired. Both pdf and Word formats are available. The newsletter is being published in both English and Greek. 





To subscribe to the electronic newsletter, please email � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@birdwing.eu" ��info@birdwing.eu� or contact us through the website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.birdwing.eu" ��www.birdwing.eu� 























		


		Lake Mikri 


		Prespa





Low water levels in spring, together with illegal reedbed fires in February at the littoral zone of the lake, forecasted a gloomy breeding season for all the important water birds species, as feeding and breeding grounds were affected and early breeding pelicans threatened. However, all species were able to adapt and some of them switched to other breeding sites in the northern part of the lake to overcome the problem of destroyed breeding grounds. 





Sightings of Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus)  in early May created a hopeful tone among birdwatchers, but unfortunately breeding was not confirmed. Glossy Ibis had not bred for more than 30 years in the area, until 2005. Breeding was confirmed again in 2007 and in both years it was directly linked to management actions, such as the restoration of wet meadows at the littoral zone, which in the past acted as the main feeding grounds for the species.  





Dalmatian and White Pelicans (Pelecanus crispus and onocrotalus) were luckily just a breath away from reedbed fires and the colonies were not affected. Dalmatian Pelicans started breeding in late January – a record date for the area - and managed to retain the title of the largest colony in the world, with more than 1000 pairs.  White  Pelicans  have a
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Websites of interest…





Read more about Birdwing eu:


www.birdwing.eu 





Check out the all new Evros Delta website at: 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.evros-delta.gr" ��www.evros-delta.gr� 





A stunning Greek bird photography site:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.wildlifebirdphotography.gr" ��www.wildlifebirdphotography.gr�





Bird Forum is a site with over 70 000 bird-loving members. Check it out at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.birdforum.net" ��www.birdforum.net�





Find out about rare birds in Greece from the Hellenic Rarities Committee at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.rarities.ornithologiki.gr" ��www.rarities.ornithologiki.gr�





Read more about Lake Kerkini at:


www.lake-kerkini.earthlife.net





Please contact us if you would like your own website to be included in the next issue. 








very important colony in Prespa with more than 300 breeding pairs. 





Three pairs of Greylag Geese (Anser anser) with young were located this year, although it is suspected that quite a few more pairs exist within the dense reedbeds. 





The Society for the Protection of Prespa (SPP) is now voluntarily participating in the Hellenic Common Bird Census, coordinated by the Hellenic Ornithological Society, covering a variety of different habitats from mountainous shrubland, through the agricultural zone to the reedbeds. First impressions are that the most common species are the Corn Bunting (Miliaria calandra) and the Red-backed Shrike (Lanius collurio) while Great Reed Warblers (Acrocephalus arundinaceus) dominate the reedbeds along the drainage ditches of the agricultural zone. 


 


Lastly, a new Information Centre is active in Zagradec Village in the Albanian part of Lake Mikri Prespa. This Centre was created by the SPP in cooperation with the Women’s Association of Zagradec Village, with the aim to raise awareness in local schools (Korcha district) of the natural and cultural values of the area and to promote transboundary cooperation and networking. 





The SPP website is at � HYPERLINK "http://www.spp.gr" �www.spp.gr�


 


Irene Koutseri














	      Report from


	      Wetland Kerkini





Wetland Kerkini has again been blessed by a successful breeding season for the Dalmation Pelicans (Pelecanus crispus). This is the fourth year in a row that the man-made platforms have yielded in excess of 60 young pelicans!  Each year the young birds are given leg rings on both legs and we know that some birds that were born here are returning as immatures.  





Unfortunately the wooden platforms will not last forever.  The management authority, however, is searching for ways to fund         the construction of a permanent rock island between the two wooden platforms.





The sad news from the lake this year is the failure of the Whiskered Terns (Chlindonias hybridus). For unexplained reasons the normal breeding colonies have not materialised, although the Nymphaea patch is thriving and the floating platform still there.  





More promising is the breeding of 4 pairs of Greylag Geese (Anser anser) and the continued presence of 10 Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus).  Glossy Ibis bred here in the past and still use other Greek wetlands so it would be nice to have them back.  





Finally, the whole area seems to be suffering from a scarcity of shrikes, Lesser Grey (Lanius minor) numbers are down slightly, but Redbacks (Lanius collurio) and Woodchats (Lanius senator) seem almost rare this year. Preliminary conversations suggest that this is not a local phenomenon but rather the state of affairs all across northern Greece, however it would be nice to have some input from other observers.  


 


Gordon Ramel





Have you anything to advertise?





Want to promote an event in your area?





Need volunteers? 





This could be your advert in the next issue!

















Contact: hils@birdwing.eu




















International Visits





Maria Panayiotopoulou of the Axios Authority and Theodoros Naziridis of Wetland Kerkini recently returned from a trip to Serbia where they report that good progress was made on promoting international co-operation between Balkan Wetlands for the sake of bird conservation.  





Kerkini enjoyed international attention with visits from entomologists, aquatic botanists and hydrobiologists from Romania, Serbia, and Bulgaria. The first visit in June was to look for more specimens of a new genus of Eupelmid wasp discovered last year in the Krousia mountains.  Sadly the target species was not found, but a lot of interesting material was collected which will add considerably to the National Park's biodiversity report. 





In July Sakis Drosopoulos (a Greek specialist in Auchenorryncha) and entomologists from Serbia were at Kerkini using electronic equipment to record the songs of cicadas in both sound and ultrasound. Seven species were recorded, two of which were new records for Greece. Earlier in the summer, experts arrived from Sofia to study the flora of Lake Kerkini and the fauna of the mountain streams.  Their stay was brief but they were busy throughout that time and have promised to supply a copy of all the information gathered while they were here.





And at the end of July Luc Willemse, the son of the father and son team who wrote the Key to the Orthoptera of Greece, came for a few days to update the species list at Kerkini.  This was his first visit to the area and he was impressed with the diversity of the habitat adding 24 plus 4 more possible species to the total making an impressive 74+ 4 species or 20% of the Greek total of 372 species. Contact Luc at � HYPERLINK "mailto:Willemse@nhn.leidenuniv.nl" �Willemse@nhn.leidenuniv.nl�





Gordon Ramel














The British Birdwatching Fair


is the world's first and largest


 international birdwatching event





15, 16 & 17 August 2008





Venue: Egleton Nature Reserve, Rutland Water, Oakham, Rutland, England





Representatives from several of the Visitors/Information Centres in Northern Greece will be there! 





Make yourself known to them and give them your support!





� HYPERLINK "http://www.birdfair.org.uk" ��www.birdfair.org.uk�





	Focus on the 


	  Axios Wetland


Complex





Just 5 kilometres west of the town of Thessaloniki, stands one of the largest wetland complexes in Greece. The deltas of rivers Galikos, Axios, Loudias and Aliakmonas, including the Kalohori lagoon and Kitros saltpans are part of a National Park, Ramsar site, Specially Protected Area and Site of Conservation Interest. 






































Although close to the second largest city in Greece, and affected by its economic and financial growth, the Axios complex retains its high importance and value for rare and protected birds. 





This winter’s highlights were the sightings of two very rare species of waders for Greece: Wilson’s phalarope (Phalaropus tricolor) and Pectoral sandpiper (Calidris melanotos) spotted by amateur birdwatchers, members of the Hellenic Ornithological Society. Both species were spotted at the area of Kalohori lagoon and Galikos estuary, giving many birdwatchers the opportunity to observe them and take good photos. 





The mixed heron colony or Axios Delta ranks among the 3 largest in the country together with those of Kerkini Lake and Amvrakikos wetland. The colony comprises Little Egrets (Egretta garzetta), Squacco and Night Herons (Ardeola ralloides, Nycticorax nycticorax), Spoonbills (Platalea leucorodia), Great and Pygmy Cormorants (Phalacrocorax carbo and pygmeus) and Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus). A second important mixed heron colony has been established recently in Galikos Delta. It is important to stress  that  the  vast  expanses  of  rice fields that  prevail  in the  agricultural  landscape  of the Park are supporting the large nesting populations of herons in the area.








	 	 The HOS needs 			 new members!





The Hellenic Ornithological Society (HOS) is the only Greek non-governmental body exclusively concerned with the protection of wild birds and their habitats in Greece. It is a Non-Profit Organization founded in 1982.





If you wish to join and contribute towards this good cause, email your request to: info@ornithologiki.gr


The HOS will send you a form which allows you to pay by VISA. 





It is hoped that an online payment facility may be soon possible to make payment even easier. Check the website at: 


www.ornithologiki.gr





For three years now the Management Authority of Axios Delta has been contributing to a long term ringing project run by the Biology School of the Aristotelian University of Thessaloniki. Every year a variable number of young Mediterranean Gulls (Larus melanocephalus) are colour ringed (black ring with white code left leg). This year’s yield of young gulls was quite low compared with other years because the breeding pairs were few at the islets east of Axios river mouth. On the contrary large numbers of breeding Mediterranean and Slender-billed Gulls (Larus genei), together with Gull-billed and Common Terns (Sterna nilotica and S. hirundo) were recorded at the sandy islets south of Aliakmonas river mouth. 





It is worth visiting the Bird tower of Agathoupoli wetland (south of Alikamonas river), characterized as one of the most beautiful bird towers in Greece. The view over the  Agathoupoli   marsh 


and    the    mudflats   of 


Thermaikos is magnificent  both for birdwatchers as well as for nature lovers. (Opening hours Wed-Sun 10:00 – 13:00 and Sat-Sun 18:00 – 20:00)





Maria Panayiotopoulou








Birds of Northern Greece





For any of you who have never been bird-watching in Northern Greece, consider this: 


Where else in Europe could you see….?





hundreds of White and Dalmatian Pelicans (Pelecanus onocrotalus and crispus)





thousands of Pygmy Cormorants (Phalacrocorax pygmeus) and Greater Flamingos (Phoenicopterus roseus)





White-tailed, Imperial, Spotted, Lesser-spotted, Golden, Booted and Short-toed Eagles (Haliaeetus albicilla, Aquila heliaca, clanga, pomarina, chrysaetos, Hieraaetus pennatus, Circaetus gallicus)





Lanner, Saker, Lesser Kestrel, Eleonora’s and Red-footed Falcons (Falco biarmicus, cherrug,naumanni, eleonorae, vespertinus)





Black, Griffon and Egyptian Vultures (Aegypius monachus, Gyps fulvus, Neophron percnopterus)


























Long-legged and Honey Buzzards (Buteo rufinus, Pernis apivorus)





At Dadia 36 species of raptor have been recorded, and 20 breed. In 2008 a single eagle roost in Northern Greece held 47 Spotted Eagles (Aquila clanga) and 2 Eastern Imperial Eagles (Aquila heliaca).


 


Four species of shrike (Laniidae) breed in northern Greece, with Great Grey as a winter visitor, as do eight species of owl, with a ninth, Short-eared (Asio flammeus), arriving in late autumn. Five species of flycatcher (Muscicapidae) can be found. 





Nine species of woodpecker (Picidae) are resident and Isabelline Wheatear (Oenanthe isabellina) and Spur-winged Plover (Hoplopterus spinosus) are regular breeders at Evros, where over 100 000 duck winter,  with Lesser-white Fronted (Anser erythropus) and Red-breasted Geese (Branta ruficollis). 





Find out more at � HYPERLINK "http://www.birdwing.eu" ��www.birdwing.eu� 








	     





	         Evros Delta 			     bird ringing news





Bird ringing has been undertaken in Evros Delta for many years. Scientists have discovered the value of the wetland for migrating birds a long time ago and bird ringing has given many interesting results about the life of birds.









































Currently, bird ringing expeditions are being performed for:





Ducks and swans during the winter 


Young terns and cormorants in July


Spur – winged Plovers (Vanellus spinosus) during breeding season


Passerines from mid August to mid September





For more information, call or write to the Visitor Centre:  +30 25510 61000, 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:e.makrigianni@evros-delta.gr" ��e.makrigianni@evros-delta.gr�





Eleni Makrigianni









































The Evros Delta Centre have a new website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.evros-delta.gr" ��www.evros-delta.gr� 















































To join in the spirit of the Olympic Games this summer, check out BirdLife International’s BirdLife Games at:


www.birdlife.org/Olympics


Celebrating the amazing achievements of birds, the BirdLife Games are a series of online events designed to see if you can spot which birds are the world’s best!








Birdwing Sponsored Birdwatch 





We need you!














Why not raise money for birds in Northern Greece and have a great day’s birdwatching? 


Take part in the Birdwing Sponsored Birdwatch this autumn! 





Choose any location, your own patch or wherever. 


Decide on a length of time, say 8 hours on a particular day


Ask friends to sponsor you a small amount per bird species that you see in that time





It’s that simple!





You’ll have a great day birdwatching


 and the birds in Greece will benefit!





For more information and sponsor forms email:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:hils@birdwing.eu" ��hils@birdwing.eu�











This issue’s quiz!





Each issue of the Birdwing newsletter will contain a photograph of a mystery bird, taken in northern Greece. 





Email your entries to � HYPERLINK "mailto:quiz@birdwing.eu" ��quiz@birdwing.eu� and we will publish the names of all those who are correct in the next issue. 


			       























			What’s this bird?












































The Evros Delta Centre have a new website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.evros-delta.gr" ��www.evros-delta.gr� 















































  	    News just in  


        	 from BirdLife..





“Following numerous rounds of negotiations among governments and conservationists with opposing views, AEWA (African-Eurasian Waterbird Agreement) has delegated to BirdLife the finalization of the long awaited International Single Species Action plan for the Lesser White-fronted Goose (Anser erythropus). 





The famous Piskulka has lighted fire in the hearts of Scandinavians through debates around the controversial re-stocking programme implemented in Sweden. While Norwegians, Finns and … Greeks alike raised voices of concern calling for the conservation of the wild Fenno-scandian population along its migratory route.”








BirdLife Europe e-News July/Aug 2008




















Going to Northern Greece on a birdwatching holiday?


 


You need this book. 





This 100-page book, published in 2008, contains up-to-date information on sites such as Lake Kerkini, Evros Delta, Porto Lagos, Dadia and the Evros Mountains. The entry for each site includes  detailed,  up-


to-the-minute directions, maps and reliable info on what you might see, when and where. There is a current status list for birds of the region, a checklist of birds of Greece and colour photos of the region's speciality species. 





Please note that all proceeds from the book are given directly to bird conservation projects in Greece. Books can be ordered online from � HYPERLINK "http://www.birdwing.eu" ��www.birdwing.eu� 








			What is 


			BirdWING.eu? 





We have set up BirdWING.eu with the aim of raising money and awareness for birds and their habitats in Northern Greece. 





Our aims are: 


to celebrate achievements of the management teams of the Ramsar sites


to form a group of interested people, including some of the many international visitors to the region


to provide a forum and to raise awareness of  things that can and should be done to help birds in Northern Greece


to raise money for specific projects to immediately help some of the birds whose habitats are at risk





Check out the website at www.birdwing.eu for more information.





 


Hilary Koll and Steve Mills





Request for information





Do you have any interesting information for our next issue? 





Let us know about bird conservation in your part of Northern Greece. Whether you are working for one of the Centres of the Ramsar sites or whether you just have a story you wish to share or a point to make, please let us know and we shall try to include it in our next issue. Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@birdwing.eu" ��info@birdwing.eu� 





























Thanks for contributions and support…





 We would like to thank all those who helped us to produce this newsletter. Thanks to 


Gordon Ramel from Kerkini, without whose inspiration this newsletter may not have been started. Thanks to Irene Koutseri from Prespa for her enthusiasm and contributions. We are grateful also to Stella Vareltzidou and Maria Panayiotopoulou from the Axios Wetland region and to Eleni Makrigianni and Andreas Athanasiadis from the Evros Delta for their friendship and unending support.





Thanks too to those others who have been in touch with us, offering support to the idea, including Yannis Marinos from WWF at Dadia. We hope that we will be able to include your news in the next issue. 





We rely on the help and support of others. If you feel there is anything you can do to help us with the next issue, please get in touch!

















