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1. Day by day account

5/7: Flight from Portland to Athens

5/8: Arrive in Athens at 2pm, walk around Akropolis, overnight at Hotel Phaedra

5/9: Athens sightseeing, overnight at Hotel Phaedra

5/10: More Athens sightseeing, fly to Alexandroupolis in evening, overnight at Hotel Orpheus in Soufli

5/11: Dadia and Kapsalo radio mast, overnight at Hotel Plotini in Loutros

5/12: Evros Delta including military zone, overnight at Hotel Plotini

5/13: Drana Lagoon, Loutros Hill and Lake Ismarida, evening flight to Athens, overnight at Eurorooms in Marathonas 

5/14: Leisurely drive to Kimi, bird radio tower above Enoria and Kimi port, take evening ferry to Skyros Island, overnight at domatia in Aspous    

5/15: Bird and explore Skyros Island, overnight in Aspous

5/16: Take morning ferry back to Kimi, drive to Delphi, explore area in the afternoon, overnight at Sybilla Hotel in Delphi

5/17: Archeological site in Delphi and Mt Parnassos, overnight at Sybilla Hotel in Delphi

5/18: Flight back from Athens to Portland

2. References

-Birdwatching in Northern Greece by Steve Mills

-Old online trip reports, in particular those by Ian Kinley and Ray Thorncroft, but also Megan Crewe's Fieldguides tours.

-Lonely Planet Greece and Let's Go Greece (especially for restaurants/hotels and maps, including the one for Skyros Island)

3. Notes

-Due to time constraints, no site was birded very carefully and there were big misses such as Dalmatian Pelican, Levant Sparrowhawk, Syrian Woodpecker, Olive-tree Warbler, Rueppell's Warbler and Masked Shrike

-We didn't get any ducks at all except for Shelduck and Mallard. Total shorebird numbers were very low, with small numbers of migrants

-On birding Skyros Island:

 The northern half of the island is heavily wooded whereas the southern half is rocky and uninhabited.

 Our main goal was to find the wild Skyros ponies which we did. We drove the (only) road south leaving Linaria and birded this road for a few hours. Cretzschmar's Bunting, Blue Rock Thrush and Black-eared Wheatear were all common on the stretch near the water south of Nyfi. Once you gain elevation, Northern Wheatear will become abundant. Pretty much all the tree groves held Subalpine Warbler. Especially the ones with bee boxes were productive, yielding many Spotted Flycatchers� including 2 Semi-collared. Eleonora's Falcons were always within view, often soaring overhead. Every water hole would have a few Hooded Crows and hunting Eleonora's Falcon. We also had 3 Little Owls along this road early in the morning.

4. Logistics

-We visited Lake Ismarida for 2 hours in the heat of the day and save for the stunning White-tailed Eagle, it was not worth it. Be prepared that access to the lake is minimal. The water crossing to reach the east side of the lake was impossible at the time with our Nissan Micra.

-The 60 minutes between 9-10am we spent on Loutros Hill were amazing, but we essentially didn't have any raptors. This spot is well worth a visit, even if there are no birds at all

-I can recommend the road up to the Kapsalo radio tower. You will go through a variety of habitats and especially the lowlands were very birds. You can probably spent half a day on this road.

-Our Delphi stop was somewhat difficult. The archeological site opens at 8am and it is a must to visit this site then as the tourist buses will start arriving from 9am. I had run up the E4 (European Rambler Trail) upslope from Delphi town in the early morning hours, but no Rueppell's Warbler had been out then. After we took care of our motel, it started to rain and the Rock Sparrow colony west of Delphi (take the road down to Itea and turn uphill at the sign to Hlia; the cliffs are just 0.3km uphill) was largely silent. It would be better to visit this site early or late in the day.

5. Full species list (145 species)

Great-crested Grebe (Lake Ismarida on 5/13)

Cory's Shearwater (7+1 off Skyros Ferry on 5/14)

Yelkouan Shearwater (6 off Skyros Ferry on 5/14, 11+1 on 5/16)

White Pelican (2 at Evros Delta on 5/12, 1 on 5/13)

Great Cormorant (2 in miltary zone at Evros Delta on 5/12)

Shag (several in Kimi, off the Skyros ferry and on Skyros Island from 5/14-16)

Pygmy Island (4 flyovers at site 5a in Mills at Evros Delta on 5/12)

Great Bittern (1 flyover at canal at site 5a in Mills at Evros Delta on 5/12)

Squacco Heron (many at Anthia Marshes, site 7 in Mills at Evros Delta on 5/12; 1 at Lake Ismarida on 5/13)

Little Egret (common at Evros Delta)

Great Egret (Evros Delta)

Gray Heron

Purple Heron (Evros Delta)

White Stork (Evros Delta including ~15 soaring over Loutros Hill on 5/13)

Black Stork (Several at Dadia and Evros Delta)

Glossy Ibis (Evros Delta)

Spoonbill (Anthia Marshes at Evros Delta)

Flamingo (flock of ~12 near Drana Lagoon at Evros Delta on 5/13)

Mute Swan (Evros Delta and Lake Ismarida)

Shelduck (Evros Delta and Lake Ismarida)

Mallard

Griffon Vulture (3 at Dadia blind, 2 more soaring over road into Dadia on 5/11)

Black Vulture (3 at Dadia blind on 5/11)

Egyptian Vulture (3 at Dadia blind, 1 more soaring over road into Dadia on 5/11)

White-tailed Eagle (1 stunning adult over Lake Ismarida om 5/13)

Golden Eagle (1 stunning immature off Kapsalo mast on 5/11)

Short-toed Eagle (3 over hike to blind and near Dadia eco-center on 5/11; 1 at cliffs over Kimi port on 5/14)

Booted Eagle (1 just above Lefkimi village en route to Kapsalo mast on 5/11)

Marsh Harrier (Evros Delta)

Long-legged Buzzard (3 at Evros Delta on 5/12)

Common Buzzard

Sparrowhark (2 off Loutros Hill on 5/13)

Kestrel

Lesser Kestrel (6 hunting together along road south of Nea Sidirochori on the east side of Lake Ismarida on 5/13)

Eleonora's Falcon (~30 on Skyros Island, 1 near Kimi over water on 5/16-18; both light and dark morph in the scope)

Moorhen (2 at Anthia Marshes, site 7 in Mills on 5/12)

Coot (many at Anthia Marshes, site 7 in Mills on 5/12)

Oystercatcher (Evros Delta)

Black-winged Stilt (Evros Delta)

Stone-Curlew (site 5b in Mills in Evros Delta on 5/12; 1 at site 17 in Mills on 5/12)

Collared Pratincole (many on flats on the east side of Anthia Marhes, site 7 in Mills; also near site 17 in military zone on 5/12)

Little Ringed Plover (1 flyby along road to Dadia on 5/11; 2 at creek crossing 0.5km south of Kimi port on 5/14)

Kentish Plover (a few singles in the Evros Delta)

Gray Plover (2 west of Drana Lagoon on 5/13)

Lapwing (Evros Delta)

Spur-winged Plover (~25 in military area with most of then near site 17 in Mills at Evros Delta on 5/12)

Turnstone (several west of Drana Lagoon on 5/13)

Dunlin (a few Evros Delta)

Little Stint (singles in Evros Delta)

Wood Sandpiper (1 in area 17 in Mills at Evros Delta on 5/12)

Redshank (1 at Anthia Marshes, site 7 in Mills at Evros Delta on 5/12)

Spotted Redshank (3 in areas 15 and 17 in Mills at Evros Delta on 5/12)

Whimbrel (a few in flooded field at Anthia Marshes, site 7 in Mills at Evros Delta on 5/12)

Curlew (several west of Drana Lagoon on 5/13)

Black-headed Gull (1 flyby at site 8 in Mills at Evros Delta on 5/12)

Yellow-legged Gull

Audouin's Gull (2 in Kimi port and 1 in Linaria on Skyros Island)

Little Tern (Evros Delta and Lake Ismarida)

Common Tern (common in Evros Delta near site 15 in Mills)

Black Tern (Lake Ismarida)

White-winged Tern (several at site 14 in Mills at Evros Delta on 5/12)

Whiskered Tern (Lake Ismarida)

Rock Dove

Eurasian Collared-Dove

Turtle Dove (Evros Delta)

Common Cuckoo

Little Owl (3 near Nyfi, Skyros Island on 5/15)

Common Swift

Pallid Swift (2 well seen on Filopappou Hill and Akropolis in Athens on 5/10)

Alpine Swift (many around the Akropolis in Athens)

Hoopoe

Bee-eater (common anywhere with clay banks in NE Greece; 1 on Skyros Island)

European Roller (1 en route to Drana Lagoon on 5/13)

Rose-ringed Parakeet (4 in Zappeio Gardens in Athens on 5/10)

Black Woodpecker (2 at nesting site about 0.5km south of intersection at ski center on Mt Parnassos on 5/17)

dendrocopos woodpecker sp (Syrian or Great Spotted just north of Drana Lagoon on 5/13)

Common Skylark

Crested Lark

Woodlark (1 singing on Loutros Hill on 5/13; more singing birds jsut downhill from ski center on Mt Parnassos on 5/17)

Short-toed Lark (2 southwest of Drana Lagoon on 5/13)

Calandra Lark (several in Evros Delta on 5/12, in particular at site 6 in Mills)

Sand Martin (Evros Delta)

Crag Martin (2 in Delphi on 5/17)

Barn Swallow

Red-rumped Swallow (road into Dadia on 5/11; Evros Delta on 5/12; Loutros Hill on 5/13)

House Martin

Tawny Pipit (2 at site 5 in Mills on 5/12; 1 west of Drana Lagoon on 5/13 - Evros Delta)

Tree Pipit (1 just above Lefkimi village en route to Kapsalo mast on 5/11)

White Wagtail

Yellow Wagtail (spp flavissima and feldegg at Evros Delta)

European Robin

Nightingale (everywhere in NE Greece)

Black Redstart (several near Mt Parnassos ski center on 5/17)

Northern Wheatear (common near Mt Parnassos ski center on 5/17; abundant in higher elevations on southern half on Skyros Island)

Isabelline Wheatear (several at site 5a and 5b in Mills on 5/12)

Black-eared Wheatear (common in lower elevations on southern half on Skyros Island; common around Delphi; 3 uphill from Kimi port) 

Whinchat (several along airport road on Skyros Island; 1 uphill from Kimi port)

Stonechat (1 along road into Dadia on 5/11)

Blue Rock Thrush (1 just south of Delphi town on 5/17; 1 near radio mast uphill from Enoria (Kimi port), 2 near Nyfi on Skyros on 5/15)

Rufous-tailed Rock Thrush (1 about 0.6km NW of ski center on Mt Parnassos on 5/17)

Mistle Thrush (1 en route to Mt Parnassos along main road on 5/17)

Blackbird

Blackcap (1 in Ancient Agora in Athens on 5/10)

Orphean Warbler (1 on Loutros Hill on 5/13; 2 at Tholos site in Delphi on 5/17)

Lesser Whitethroat (2 near Drana Lagoon on 5/13)

Sardinian Warbler

Subalpine Warbler (common in tree patches in higher elevations on southern half on Skyros Island on 5/15; several around Delphi on 5/17)

Cetti's Warbler (Evros Delta and Lake Ismarida; 1 even in Delphi near Tholos site)

Great Read Warbler (Evros Delta and Lake Ismarida)

Eastern Olivaceous Warbler (common in shrubby lowlands)

Wood Warbler (1 migrant in uppermost tree grove reachable from the only road on southern half on Skyros Island on 5/15)

Bonelli's Warbler (2 birds along road from Dadia eco-center to the blind; one bird was singing at the high point of the road; 5/11)

Chiffchaff (Dadia woods)

Spotted Flycatcher

Semi-colored Flycatcher (2 in uppermost tree grove reachable from the only road on southern half on Skyros Island on 5/15; there were bee boxes setup in this grove)

Great Tit

Coal Tit (woods just downhill from the Mt Parnassos ski center on 5/17)

Blue Tit (Delphi; 1 at Ancient Agora in Athens)

Sombre Tit (several just below stadium at Delphi main archeological site on 5/17; 1 carefully scoped bird on Loutros Hill on 5/13)

Eurasian Nuthatch

Rock Nuthatch (common around Delphi archeological site)

Red-backed Shrike (common including Skyros)

Woodchat Shrike (common including Skyros)

Lesser Gray Shrike (1 at Keiramicos in Athens on 5/10; 2 just north of site 5 in Mills at Evros Delta on 5/12)

Common Magpie

Eurasian Jay

Jackdaw (large flock of ~25 in field just south of Feres on 5/12)

Hooded Crow

Common Raven (1 flying with Hooded Crow above Delphi on 5/16)

European Starling

House Sparrow

Spanish Sparrow (a few at church in downtown Dadia on 5/11, more in Loutros and Provatonas under stork nests on 5/11 and 5/12; even more in the actual Evros Delta; ~150 south of Lake Ismarida on 5/13)

Eurasian Tree Sparrow (just outside of Provatonas on 5/11)

Rock Sparrow (large colony about 5.5km west of Delphi on 5/17 at turnoff to Hlia)

Chaffinch

Common Linnet (several at Mt Parnassos ski center on 5/17)

European Goldfinch

European Greenfinch

European Serin

Ortolan Bunting (1 at Kapsalo radio mast on 5/11; 2 about 0.6km NW of ski center on Mt Parnassos on 5/17)

Cretzschmar's Bunting (several just south of Nyfi on Skyros Island; 1 more along lousy road down to Renes Bay on Skyros Island on 5/15)

Cirl Bunting (common around Delphi and uphill from Kimi port)

Black-headed Bunting (abundant in NE Greece; 1 below Delphi on 5/17; 2 near Enoria (Kimi port))

Corn Bunting

Rock Bunting (1 about 0.6km NW of ski center on Mt Parnassos on 5/17)
